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k By John H. Averill
Los Angciea Times
The Senate Ethies Commite
l{ee will wind up a four-monti

Uinvestigation Aoday by begin-
ning its long-awalited hearings
on misconduct charges against
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd (D-
Conn.)

The {irst few days of the

Learings will be closcd to the
*aubhc The committee plans
to conduct the initial phase
of the hearings in exccutive
session while it irons out such
housclkeeping problems as the
sequence of witnesses to be
called.

Commliitea sources wsald
they hope the hearings can be
opened to the public before
\the end of the week, The

S o (-« TR ”?’J"\

[ S 5y W—--h— d-h-sd--n-\'.-""\

SUN 20 156

c»hics pancl has adopled a
rule bharring ielevising of, its
puble hearings.

When the hearings ave
made public, they will Marx
the dehut of the committee,
whose formal title is the Sen-
ate Seclect Committce on
1Standards and Conduct.

Created in 1564

The commitiee was created!
by a conscience- J{roubied Sen-
ate in July, 1984, in the wake
of ihe scandals involving Rob-
ert G. (Bobby) Baker, the
former secretary to the Sen-
ate's Democratic majority.

It was a full ycm after that
hefore - Senate icaders got
around to naming the three
Democrats and the three Re-
publicans who comprise the
bxpar isan committee and so

*mbuc session.

The hearings also will mark
Lhc first time in 12 years that
a Scnate committee has sat in
lJumment on a fellow Scnator.
[‘me last such incideni was in
1954 when a special committce
:-was named to investigate
ijcharges that the conduct of
lihe late Sen| Joseph R. Mc-
iCarthy (R-Wis.) had brought
ithe Scnate into disrepute.
i'Those hearings resulted in the
!bcn“tc condemning McCarthy.

{  What the cornmittee will do
*wnn Dodd is something only
'tlmo can tell. Grave gharﬂcs
'0f misconduct have bheen
Jeveled and if the committec
concludes Dodd is guilty it
‘would be hard pressed to
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“avoid recommending censure.:

iAasked Probe
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[ Dodd insisis hiesis innocent)
land, in fact, hic was the onef
jwho asked the ethics commit-;
tee to look into the alleza-|
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tions made against him by

isyndicated coluranists Drew;
Pcarson and Jack Anderson.,
‘ Amongz other things, Dodd’

ihas been aceused oi:

i @ Performing uncihical fa-

lyors for Julius Kicin, a Chica-|

far the panol has never met in
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'go pubiic relations man andf
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registercd foreign ‘agent for
various West German business
interests, and accepting expen-
sive gifts from Klein.

o Diverting up to $200,000
dollars in political campaign
contributions to his personal
without paying income
taxes on the funds.

¢ Accepting favors from life
insurance firms he was em-
powered to inves‘ngate

use

known to have looked into
cach charge Pearson and An-
derson have made against the
Connecticut Democrat, But at
the outset, it is confining iis

hearings to Dodd's relations
with Klein.

The committee, one- of the
most tight-lipped groups on
Capitol Hill, has consistently
refused to say whether it later
will expand its hearings into
other preas. It has dropped
some broad hints that it will.

The committee scems acute-
1y aware of the cries of “white-
wash" that followed the Sen-
ate Rule Committee investi-
gation of the Baker case andl
has given every indication iti
wants to escape simxlar criti-
cism.

7

A

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-‘00149R000200300029-9

v




